
Thank you to Madonna Circle, which donated the proceeds from its 
annual Mardi Gras Gala to the RISE Foundation’s Goal Card Program, 
which teaches students in grades 5-12 how to set and achieve academic, 
financial and life goals. 

Madonna Circle, founded in 1936, is an active Catholic women’s 
organization that provides opportunities to assist others in the community 
through service organizations. Its fundraising efforts have provided 
millions of dollars to support charitable causes in our community. 

The 80th Anniversary Mardi Gras Gala was held at Hilton Memphis 
at the end of February. The event featured a cocktail hour, dinner, 
dancing and music by the Soul Shockers. Our staff and board members 
had a wonderful time. Thank you to the Madonna Circle for throwing a 
wonderful party for a great cause!

RISE Foundation’s Silver 
Neighbors Program focuses on 
financial security for older adults.  
Our trained senior ambassadors 
facilitate learning circles at various 

faith-based venues, senior centers 
and senior housing organizations. 

In January of 2015, the program 
began its partnership with the 
Plough Foundation’s Coordinated 

Response to Elder Abuse. RISE’s 
role as a partner is to provide 
seniors with information about 
financial products and community 
organizations that provide free 
assistance with financial issues.  
Silver Neighbors has also begun 
its initial phase of training with 
financial institutions to improve the 
prevention and reporting of elder 
financial exploitation. 

In 2015, Silver Neighbors 
provided information to more than 
1,000 older adults through our 
learning circles.  Topics included 
scam and fraud prevention, 
preparing for unexpected events, 

and identity theft. Feedback from 
the learning circles has been 
tremendously positive. 

As we move forward, five 
additional senior ambassadors are 
being added to the ten existing 
Silver Neighbors Ambassadors 
for a total of 15. Our goal is to 
reach as many seniors as possible. 
We are always eager to add more 
volunteers to form new learning 
circle sites. If you’re interested in 
volunteering as a Silver Neighbors 
Ambassador, please call Ms. 
Juanita Williams at (901) 507-
6644.

Memphis teens on the cusp of 
adulthood learned how to prepare 
for their financial futures during 
RISE Foundation’s 5th annual Goal 
Card Financial Forum, held in late 
March on the campus of 
LeMoyne-Owen College. 

Lessons included 
budgeting, establishing 
credit, opening savings 
accounts, and exploring 
ways to help pay for 
college. Goal Card is 
RISE’s year-round youth 
program that teaches 
students in grades 5-12 
how to set and achieve 
academic, financial and life 
goals. Students enrolled 
in the program have been 

shown to academically outperform 
their peers.

“The Goal Card Financial 
Forum was an intense all-day 
workshop for our oldest Goal 

Card students to really get them 
thinking about financial planning 
and independence as they prepare 
to transition into adulthood,” said 
RISE President and CEO Linda 

Williams. “Our goal is always 
for them to leave confident and 
equipped with valuable knowledge 
about managing their money as 
they enter into college and the 

workforce.” 
Participation 

was free, and 
transportation and 
lunch were provided. 
Thank you to the 
adult mentors 
from academic and 
business backgrounds, 
who generously 
contributed their time 
and talent to empower 
the city’s next 
generation of leaders. 
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VISION BOARD
A vision board is a collection of images and notes that represents 

the things you want to do, be and have in your life. It’s a powerful 
tool because it serves as a tangible representation of your dreams and 
goals for the future. Each participant in our Save Up program is asked 
to create their personal vision board, which they present on the second 
week of class. It helps them to stay motivated and focus their attention 
on what they’d like to accomplish. Participants keep the vision boards in 
a prominent place in their homes as a daily reminder to continue to work 
toward their goals.

2016 SAVE-UP SCHEDULE

Make plans now to attend The RISE Foundation’s fourth 
annual gala, “An Evening of of Change,” which will take place 
Friday, September 30, 2016 at the Hilton Memphis. 

The gala highlights our programs and the people we serve, 
proving the power of change that can be created through 
collective work. Guests will enjoy dinner, a live band, raffle, 
silent auction, and hearing the stories of Memphians whose 
lives have been changed through the work of RISE.

Guests can expect a dynamic keynote address from Ms. 
Sandra K. Walls, a Memphis businesswoman who will share 
her impactful story of how she used the skills and training she 
received in the Air Force to create her own business in a non-
traditional area for women. She made a conscious decision to 
return to Memphis in order to show other women that they, 
too, can achieve great success. Ms. Walls recently received the 
Leadership Memphis Alumni Award for 2016. Her story and 
successes, both personal and for her community, embody the 
change that RISE seeks to ignite in every family served. 

Stay tuned for ticket purchase information!

SAVE THE DATE

Orientation Classes Savers Club Homebuyer Club

 April 21-May 19 May 26 June 2
 5:45-8:00 p.m. 5:45-7:15 p.m. 5:45-7:15 p.m.

June 9 June 16-July 14 July 21 July 28
 5:45-8:00 p.m. 5:45-7:15 p.m. 5:45-7:15 p.m.

September 22 Oct 6-Nov 3 November 10 December 1
 5:45-8:00 p.m. 5:45-7:15 p.m. 5:45-7:15 p.m.


